As an antidote to extreme specialisation of the duties of house surgeons and house physicians, the custom in certain great hospitals of allowing the latter to resect ribs for empyemata and to perform tracheotomies, has much to commend it. The origin of this custom depends, of course, on other considerations, principally those of expediency; but none the less it serves to remind both the house surgeon and the house physician that each is a qualified practitioner of medicine, and that, in hospital at least, the distinction between medical and surgical practice exists solely for the promotion of an economic division of labour.
